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I have brought you 1o The 1ing, now dance the best you can



Dear Patriots,

Welcome to our second E Magazine! | must be honest, the last mag was so d
L ¢6Fa 62NNASR ¢S ¢g2dzZ RyQi 6S o6t S
to everyone who has contributed but especially to Lesley Matthews and Geo
Kempik for all the effort they have put in to making this a success.

Thanks also to all of you who wrote in with suggestions for the magazine na

Pro Libertate was the most popular, so welcome to the summer edition of P
Libertate!

We have had a few events since the last mag with Loudoun Hill, Avoch 3 G oA 4
Raising the Standard in Stirling. Due to health reasons | was unable to atte / 2 y u S y u
Loudoun hill this year run by the Society in conjunction with the Strathleve
I NIATIFya ¢6KAOK L gl a 3IdziGdSR | o2 dz
have started this event. Weather was kind to us this year and the event was
attended, up on the previous years which is down to the organisers Willig @\ AR Te]{=TeisS
Ballantyne and Anne Harris. Hats off to you both.

Welcome: Gary Stewart

News: Raising the Saltire
On the 25th May we had a toast, with people joining from all over the world, g
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Events

making.

This year was the first time | have attended the Avoch event run by the Andr@IEEEIEi[¢[S5

De Moray project as it always clashed with the Wallace Well School fete s Avoch

was always Duncan who representedide Society. A beautiful part of the world Braveheart v History
and a tremendous day and night and was proud to say a few words at the evej The Wallace Oak

Duncan's ashes were scattered at the cairn which was a special mom
together, with Duncan's partner Jean raising the new Saltire which is alwiS\USSSIEIIel(e[-R=T0)% (S

donated by the Society. SOWW Shop

Talking of Andrew De Moray, we also attended the Raising of the Saltire )
Stirling Bridge for the unveiling of the cairns and the raising of the Saltire. It's (CAUNISME SRSl
first time in over 700 years that the Saltire has flown over Stirling Bridge! A |
well done to the Guardians of Scotland Trust for achieving this and our very o
George Boyle who is on the trust committee. Their next project is a statue @\fe]i[ef=]eJs=1{s|
Wallace and De Moray at the site. If you would like to make a donation to t "
G2NIKe OFdaS 22dQtft TFTAYR RSGFAL A 2 RS

| know we don't discuss politics but just had a wee thought. Longshanks mk@&{e]gl=I6HTE;

have thought that after Wallace's murder, Scotland would be under his cont v A <
and no longer a problem. Then in 1306 a certain King Robert the Bruce [ KAt RNByQa
named King and you know the rest. After the NO vote Westminster must ha
again thought Scotland was now no longer a problem, then the SNP go and
56 seats. Funny how History repeats itself.

P.S. Dr Fiona Watson, thanks for making me cry with your contribution LOL

Young Lions

Hope your all have a great summer and maybe see a few of you at Bannockb
LQtt OFGOK dzZld ¢AUGK @2dz Ittt Ay {KNBS

Hope you enjoy our second edition as much as | did.

Yours for Scotland,

Gary Stewart
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now to be erected in the city Necropolis. We haveapplied for planning
permission for the new venue and permission to use the land has bet
granted from Glasgow City Council so we are looking to have the Ca
built and in place by September of this year.

It was in the grounds of this church that Sir John Monteith contracted wit
the English to betray Wallace. The Society has in conjunction with tf
Minister of Rutherglen church sent in a request to the Church of Scotlar
Committee on Art and Architecture with details of the finished plaque an
wording. A big thank you to Hugh at Rutherglen church for all his help wi
this project.

We are now in contact with English Heritage which is necessary as t
church is a Grade 1 Building. Andy Hillhouse has produced an outstand
picture for the plaque and a big thank you goes to Gordon Aitken of th
{20ASG@ F2N) 6KS g2NRAy3IP 2SS | NB
to confirm they are happy with our proposal then the finished article wil
be sent to English Heritage for permission to go ahead.

As you may have seen from the press and media the loan period has be
extended for a further 2 years which is brilliant news.

We have had tentative talks with Glasgow Building Preservation tru
regarding the Society being allocated space inside the house at tl
entrance to the Necropolis were we could maybe have a small museu
dedicated to Wallace, but there is still a long way to go.

The Society are looking to make a replica of the Wallace chair kept in C
Ross house at Balnagowan Estates. Mr Al Fayed who owns the estate
kindly sent us 7 photos to enable us to get as close a match as possil
The Society cannot thank Mr Fayed enough. We have a Joiner on the ¢
as we speak!



N E W S To support the Guardians of Scotland Trust or make a donation, click the link b

Stirling Brig, 29th May 2015

The first ever memorial to the Battle of Stirling Bridge has been unveiled
the spot where a Scottish army led by William Wallace and Andrew
Moray defeated the English in 1297. Around 300 people gathered on t
north side of the River Forth at Stirling to see three granite lecter
unveiled. A saltire flag was also raised, which will now fly permanen
where the outnumbered Scots clashed with the English army 718 years ¢
The tribute was organised by the Guardians of Scotland Trust, a charity
tdZLAfa FNRY {0 (RIS in 2013 to honour Wallace and de Moray, both of whom held the tit
School unveil the three cairns during their lifetimes. Fergus Wood, chairman of the Trust, said: "It's tak
over 718 years to get here, but for the first time we now have a memor
to the Battle of Stirling Bridge and the two Guardians of Scotland wil
commanded the Scottish army on the site where it happened. It's beer
long time in coming. The Battle of Stirling Bridge was one of the mc
important battles in Scotland's history."

The granite lecterns, inscribed with
information about de Moray, Wallace "
and the battle are made from stoness
from nearby Bannockburn. Unveiled b
Stirling schoolchildren, they constitutg
not only the first memorial on the sitef
of the battle, but also the first to
commemorate Wallace and De Moray:
023SGKSNY [ SGQa K2adss dyidg e &trin@2nid @
beginning!

The Saltire which will now fly
permanently over the site


http://www.guardiansofscotlandtrust.com/

Falkirk

Hello and welcometo the second of our articles about Wallace
connections and where to find them. In this summer edition | ‘
will be talking about Wallace connections in my home town of - ‘ * ‘
Falkirk. //

¢KS oldGdGtS 2F CFHE1AN)] o1& 2FftfFO0SQa o0A33Sal RSTFES
AdZNNR dzy RAy3a NBlFraod [SGQa adl NI ¢gAldK 2+ttt O0Sadtz2ys
him to see the approaching English army and to let himself be seen by them, to draw them to the site wher
had positioned his army. It is well worth a trip to Wallacestone to stand beside the monument erected by loce
1810. The stone was donated by a local quarry. The top piece of the stone is missing, and this piece is the
AYLRNIFYG LING 2F GKS adz2yS +Fta Al sl a G1F1Sy FNR
Nearby this monument there had been a simple flat stone with the initials W.W:
carved on it which by the early Y%entury had disappeared. There is a local tale
which says that an old collier, looking for a big flat stone, managed to pinch it and
build it into his fireplace. However he was unable to sleep that night for the ghostly
sound of bagpipes coming from the hearth and so he broke it up and got rid of the
pieces! To get to Wallacestone from Edinburgh, leave the M9 motorway at Junction
YR 22AYy 0KS !¢ &AIYyLRAGSR W[ I dNAS&alG2y f 1ANJC
about until you come to a second mini roundabout with Falkirk stadium on yc —
right. Turn left onto the B805, stay in the left hand lane and go straight on at t
YSEG G662 YAYA NRdzyRIo62dziax aAadyLkRadi
Redding and up the hill passing Tesco on the right and turn right onto the B
(Shieldhill) just past the prison college. Driving on you will pass the Braes High S¢
on your left and at the traffic lights turn left onto the Wallacestone Brae. Drive up
the top of the hill and turn right. You will see the memorial stone on your right set
a piece of parklandOn a good day you are in for an incredible view as you stajlaBES=EIEeIN=R SIS
where Wallace once stood to watch the English army. If you are coming in from the

' Glasgow direction turn off at Junction 5 and turn right at the traffic light:
onto the A905, drive up to the Beancross roundabout and staying in tf
right hand lane drive underneath the motorway joining the A9 and follow
the same directions. After leaving Wallacestone, retrace your journey ba
down through Redding and the mini roundabouts and turn left at the thirc
YAYA NRdzyRIFo62dzi 2yi2 GKS /I ffSyF
| 2dz2SQd 5NAGS GKNRdAdZAK o YAYA NE
turn left into Callendar estate at the big sign. Drive on and after about 1C
yards park up at the car park on your right. Walk down the footpath o
your right and immediately to your left you will see the Falkirk Memoria
Cairn built in 2007 to honour the thousands of men who fell at the battle
2F CILEt1AN)] dzyRSNJ 2 fftFOSQa O2YYl:
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Falkirk

I¥ you feel up to stretching your legs for a bit | recommend that
you walk into Falkirk town centre to the old parish church
GKSNBE (GUKS NBYlIAya 2F (g2 27
are interred. Going back to the car park, walk across and joi
the road between the two high rise flats at the far end of the car
park. Turn left and cross at the traffic crossing and walk up Ea:
Bridge Street almost opposite the crossing. This will take yo
uphill to the High Street. Walk up the High Street and after
about 200 yards you will pass the Falkirk Steeple/Tollbooth
Turn right onto Vicar Street, walk down and turn up a side
street on your éft, just past Manor Street. Walk up the small incline and through the church gates. This is Fal
hitR FYR {{i a2RIyQad ¢KS SINIASad OKdzZNOK Aa (K2dz3
2F AlGa aLISO1fSR adt2ySeg2N]lz s1a OFfftSR G¢KS Clg Y
On the left just before the church building is the magnificent tombstone of Sir TS i
W2 Ky RS DNI}SYSs 2FftF0SQa NARIKG KIHYRNDE] BN S
original, which was inscribed: i il g e

oOoHere | ies Sir John the Gr amep g h
Ane 006 the chiefs who rescewi t
Ane better knight not to the warld was lent

Nor was gude Graham, of trut h: m

To the right of the tombstone just in front of the church wall is a stone set ini
the tarmac. This is the tombstone of Sir John Stewart of Bonkyll, killed in
battle along with the Men of Bute, and on the left of the churchyard is a huge
Celtic Cross erected in 1877 by the Marquis of Bute in their honour.

There is one more place to visit, so drive back to the roundabout at the park entrance. Go through Bellsme:
and turn right at the traffic lights. Drive on and turn left onto Thornhill road at the next set of lights. Go strai
on at a mini roundabout and turn in to a car park about 20 yards on your right beside a community centre
82dzNJ NAIKG Aa ' RNAYylAy3a F2dzyil Ay R2yIFGSR o0& {A
DN} SYS FSffte¢d 1'a | 0283 3IANBgAY3I d
fountain, alas, no longer working. Turning around and walking back to yo
vehicle, you will see a church across the street to your right. This is St. Jam
and according to local legend, its pulpit was built over the spot where Wallac
raised the Scottish Standard before the battle. This is only one of 3 are
mooted as where the battle took place, the others being the Mumrills area a
Beancross, and most likely the Hallglen area at the top of Callendar Wood.

gyaz2e &2dNJ RIF& Ay & Clg1AN]E

Slainthe, Gordon.




Hello and hearty welcome to the events section of the Society of Willia n o
2 £ £ O0O8S tNR [AGSNIIFGS YI3ILTAySo @K
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friends The Strathleven Artizans. We had a huge turn out as members, friends and fellow patriots commemc
the fallen of both battles in the warm sunshine in the shadow of Loudoun hill. Speakers this year were G
Kempik, Lesley Matthews, Jean Brittain and Ken Shira, with the wreaths to the fallen being laid by Elaine
and Kate SmithThe Swords of Dalriada, who never fail to entertain each year gave an excellent re enactr
Gordon Aitken and Kate Smith closed the ceremony with a fine set of songs that perfectly captured the mc
huge thank you to all. Then it was back to the Black Bull in Darvel for a buffet and few drinks and a sint
Thanks to all who came along to support the commemoration of The Battles of Loudon Hill. See you all next
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27th June- Bannockburn:The annual commemoration of the battle of Bannockburn kicks off at 15.00 on Sat 2
June from Stirling Bridge. There will be speeches and a few songs at Stirling Bridge befosectheViarch route
is from Stirling Bridge, round the foot of Stirling Castle past Kings Park, Randolphfield and St.Ninians f
Borestone and the battlefield where the commemoration will be held. Evening event is at the Tartan Arms
Ted Christopher and Gaberlunzie. Tickets at the door.

18th July- Falkirk: March off is at 13.30 from OIld and St Modan's Church in Falkirk to the Memorial Cair
Callander Park. Speakers to be announced nearer the time.

22nd Aug- Wallace Day: The highlight of our commemoration calendar is set to be bigger and better than e
this year! Muster at 13.30 in Ludovic Sq, Johnstone for march to the Wallace Monument, Elderslie. Speakers
announced. Evening event at the Elderslie Town Hall with Ted Christopher, Usquebaugh, Clann an Drumr
The Tartan Specials . Tickets £15 at the door.

Full details of all these events will be posted on our Facebook page nearer the time. If you can attend any of
events, it would be great to see our members and friends there. With your support the society can continu
K2y 2dzNJ ' YR NBYSYOSN) G6KS al ONAFAOS YIRS o0& GK2a&aS
Always Aye,

William



Avoch, Black Isle

On Saturday 23rd May, several members of the SOWW caught up with

friends as we attended the Annual Flag Raising Ceremony in Avoch, ruriyst-Sez=\saBe e il nnle] - 1 BRI
the Andrew de Moray Project. We marched to the site of Ormond CastSEs\elgisBa{Eillsi-Tale r-1E{[ale o) i (s
scene of the raising of the standard by Andrew de Moray, signalling tEESIECUEICRORNo IR R e\

{OQGQQ TAIKG 0"(31 |'3|'7\)/é.l'fl i KS 9y Ormond Hill, Avoch.

Project organiser, Charlie Beattie, spoke of the historical background wh
this event commemorates. | was honoured to say a few words on behalf
the Society before the new Saltire which is donated annually by the SO
was attached and raised by Jean. We laid white roses in memory
5dzy Oy CSyid2y FyR WSFy &aoOl (idSNBR
¢KAa ¢l a 3INBSGSR o0& LI IFdzaS TN
NI 6§ KHé FNRY / KINIASO®
cC2tt2¢6Ay3 GKAA g¢gla | 3INBLG yAaAaki

doing his stuff . Rob Gibson also got his guitar out and gave us a few sq

= ANDREW De MORAY
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Avoch, The Black Isle

Next morning, after a fantastic Scottish 4up for breakfast from our
lovely landlady Maureen at the Harbour Guest House, we headed to Ro:
markie for a glimpse of the Dolphins at Chanonry point and were luck
enough to see two of them feeding about 100 yards from the beatie.
main viewing area is on a shingle beach behind the lighthouse with vie!
across the Moray Firth to Fort George and with lots of fellow dolphil
watchers you are unlikely to miss any sightings.

Next up was the Cathedral at Fortrosa beautiful 13th century red sand-
stone building standing in a peaceful tree lined square. Two buildings, tt
OKI LJiSNJ K2dzaS FYyR yI @SQa &a2dzikK
NEY2@SR (2 o0dZAfR / NBY@gSEttQa OAGl
from ground level paving and landscaping to gain an impression of the si
of the original cathedral. The Chapter House is the oldest of the tw
odZAf RAy3ad ! TGSNI 0KS wSTF2NXNI GA2Y ]
tollbooth. The upper floor was adapted as the council chamber and cou
house, and the lower floor as a prison. It was eerie to stand on th
entrance steps to the prison and wonder how many poor souls had pass
0 KNRdzZK AdQa R22NEO®

LY mMooyZXZ {AN ! yRNBEg RS a2z2Nle&Qa a
also made Guardian of Scotland) retired to Avoch Castle and there die
He was originally buried here before his remains were removed t
Dunfermline Abbey. The whole visit was outstanding and well worth th

trip. We then said our goodbyes t
Avoch for this year but alread
looking forward to next year. If yo
would like to join us for the 201

Killen XRosemarkie

Fortrose Cathedral

XFortrose

Xavoch
| 22 OK A& LINRBY 2 d7
1S KSSRX GKS
kindly to their beautiful wee

datails on our FB page. A big tha
you to Paul, Irene, George, Elai

Maray Firth

Jean and Lesley for their company.
in all trips. what happened in Avog
stays in Avoch!

Yours Aye,

Gary Stewart

village being pronouncedvAch.
52y Q0 &aleé 6S RAH

chkin

an

Kilmuir

North Kessock

Inverness

1c-rragréi|
495

Balloch
Culloden Culloden
Smithton Moor

Westhill

Convenor

|



Braveheart v History

BRAVEHEARThe Film starts in 1280, with the King of Scots dead and Edward | invading Scotland and cle
the throne for himself.

HISTORY YAy3 2F {O02Ga !t SEFYRSNI LLL 6+F& adAatt | fAC(
impose himself on Scotland until 1290 when he was invited to judge on the claimants to the throne. Edw.
never actually claimed the throne himself but demanded that all candidates for King recognise him as
supreme leader of Scotland. Edward | placed John Balliol on the Scottish throne to be used as a puppet king

BRAVEHEART | f f  OSQa FIGKSNJ A& alftoz2fy 21ttt 0SS @gK2 A:
FFGSNI 6KAOK 21 fflFO0OSQa dzyOft S ! NHetS FR2LJia (GKS &2

HISTORY? | £ £  OSQa FIFOGKSNRa yIFYS gla 'ty 2FfflFO0Ss vy
Wallace was a boy. In fact he was likely alive when Wallace was fighting his rebellion. Wallace had a b
named Malcolm though, in addition to his brother John. His brother John Wallace was not killed when Wa
ga | o2eé3 odzi 610 a&a SESOdziSR o6& G(G(KS 9y3afAakK Ay wmo
character, although an uncle or two may have indeed helped educate William as a boy.

BRAVEHEARTN the film, Wallace returns to Scotland around 1296, a man, after years of being away, vis
Rome with his uncle etc.

HISTORYWallace by all accounts grew up in Scotland and most likely never left his native land as a child or y

BRAVEHEAREdward | grants primg 2 OGS o[ | G Ay T2 NJ-¥a dightlfithe 16 B Kadv€ sex
with female subjects on their wedding night
HISTOR KSNBE Aa y2 SOARSYOS GKIFI{d KAAZ WNAIKGQ SOSNI

BRAVEHEART 9RgF NR LL YINNARSa LaloSttl 2F CNIyOS | NRoc
HISTORY 9RgI NR LL RAR y20 YIFINNER LaAlI6oSttl 2F CNIyOS

BRAVEHEARWallace falls in love with Murron, and secretly weds her. He has no intention of fighting the Enc
or freeing his country until she is killed. Wallace takes revenge on the Sheriff who cut her throat by cutting his
HISTORY [ S3ISYyR adradSa GKFEG 2Fffl 0SQa 6AFS gl a al
gathered a bunch of men and did indeed wreak havoc on Sheriff William Heselrig and his English guards
advancing on the town, Wallace cut the Sheriff to pieces with his sword, and he and his band proceeded to
two houses with the English guards inside. Wallace was already an outlaw against the English before his wi
killed. He was opposed to English rule from the very beginning and refused to sign the Ragman Roll.

BRAVEHEART 2 I £t OSQa 06Sad FNASYRa IINB | FYAaKzE KAa 2N
HISTORYHamish and Campbell are fictional characters. Legend says that Wallace did have a close friend
{GSLIKSY 2F LNBflFIyR® [ S3ASYyR aidliSa K2gSOSNI GKI G 2
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Braveheart v History

BRAVEHEARWallace joins with the highlanders led by Nobles Craig, Lochlan and Mornay before the battl
Stirling.

HISTORYWallace and his men joined forces with the rebels under Andrew de Moray at Dundee in 1297 be
the battle of Stirling Bridge. Craig, Lachlan and Mornay were fictional characters, although several Noble
assist Wallace and De Moray at the battle.

BRAVEHEARThe battle of Stirling Bridge takes place upon an open field, during which Wallace and his mer
schiltrons to repel the English cavalry.

HISTORY ¢KS oFGaGtfS 2F {GANIAYy3I . NAR3IS G221 LI OS I
{020a RARYQ(O dzaS aOKAftGNRya (2 NBLIStE (GKS 9y3afArak
bridge is rather ludicrous. The key to the success of the battle was the bridge itself. Wallace and De Moray w
until "as many of the enemy had come over as they believed they could overcome". When the vangu
comprising 5,400 English and Welsh infantry plus several hundred cavalry had crossed the bridge, the attac
ordered. In the narrow space of the bridge, the massed English cavalry were incredibly vulnerable to the i
Scots spearmen holding the end of the bridge. Surrey's vanguard was now cut off from the rest of the arm)
was cut to pieces, with the rest of the English army at the other side of the bridge, powerless to help.

BRAVEHEARAfter the Battle of Stirling Bridge the Scottish Nobility name Wallace as Guardian of Scotland
grant him knighthood after which Wallace proceeds to invade Northern England.

HISTORYAfter the battle of Stirling Bridge, the Scottish Nobility named Walkwd Andrew de Moray Joint
Guardians of Scotland. Andrew de Moray is not even mentioned in the film. He led the rising in the nort
Scotland in the summer of 1297, successfully regaining control of the area for King John Balliol. He then m
his forces with those of Wallace and jointly led the combined army to victory. The battle of Stirling Bri
without De Moray is as ludicrous as the battle of Stirling Bridge without a bridge! Wallace was not given kn
K22R dzy GAf | FGSNI KAA AyQ@laAirzy 2F b2NIKSNYy 9y3tly
sustained at Stirling. When Wallace returned he was made sole Guardian of Scotland.

BRAVEHEARWallace sacks the city of York during his invasion of Northern England.

HISTORYWallace did indeed invade Northern England after his victory at Stirling Bridge, but he did not sac
even approach the city of York. Instead he and the Scots raided Northumberland, including the towns Corbr
Hexam, Cumberland, Durham and Carlisle. They raided for much needed supplies as well as revenge.

BRAVEHEARThe sweet, kind, innocent French Princess is sent by Edward | to buy off Wallace at York. W
0KSYy 0SRA&A R2g6y GAOK alFAR tNAyOSaa oKz fFG§SNI KAYQ:
HISTORNYThis is the most ridiculous inaccuracy of all. Wallace and the French Princess never even met, let
became involved, nor could they have been as the French Princess was only 7 or 8 years old at the
Incidentally the French Princess was not sweet and kindly, nicknamed the She Wolf of France, she was
vicious and later had her incompetent husband Edward Il killed and launched her own invasion of Scotland
her son Edward IlI.

BRAVEHEARALt the battle of Falkirk, Wallace and the Scots are betrayed by Nobles Mornay and Lochlan
Robert the Bruce.
HISTORYWallace may have been betrayed by the Noblemen under John Comyn, although there is no

11



Braveheart v History

evidence of this, but not by fictional characters Mornay and Lochlan. Comyn and his noble cavalry did indee
the field however, either by betrayal or fear, leaving the Scottish ranks of schiltrons to be slaughtered by Er
I NNRPgad . NHzOS K26SOSNJ RAR y2i o6SGaNre 2FftftF0OS I
and fight on the English side after 1302, three years after the battle of Falkirk.

BRAVEHEARAfter Falkirk, Wallace stays in Scotland and kills Mornay and Lochlan in revenge for their betray
HISTORYMornay and Lochlan never existed, the revenge killings never happened, nor did Wallace mak
attempt to kill John Comyn who had abandoned him at Falkirk. After Falkirk, Wallace departed for France
Rome to argue the Scottish cause.

BRAVEHEART 2 | f £ OS A& OF LJidzNBR o6& (KS 9y3ftAakK Ay O9fF
father betray him.

HISTORYWallace was captured by the English at Robroyston near Glasgow after being betrayed by
aSYyiSAGKET ¢6K2 gla I+ {O02GaYlyod [/ NXA3 ySOSNI SEA&
capture.

BRAVEHEAR Wallace is executed by being hung until semi conscious, stretched, then disembowelled
beheaded. His head is then sat on London Bridge and his arms and legs sent to Berwick, Newcastle upot
Stirling and Perth as a warning.

HISTORYAIl true, except they left out the parts where Wallace was drawn behind horses for 5 miles or so, 1
hung, stretched, disembowelled, castrated, his heart, lungs and organs torn out and beheaded and quarterec

BRAVEHEAREdward | dies as Wallace is being executed.
HISTORY 9RgINR L RASR AY wmontI (G662 @&SINB | FGSNI 2 ¢
WiNRdzof S&d2YS {O020aQo

BRAVEHEART ! FGSNI 21 ff1 0SQ4a SESOdziaAzyT w2o0SNI (GKS . N
King, and accept his endorsement of his crown, however he has a sudden change of heart, and the Scots
the fields of Bannockburn, and win their freedom.

HISTORYRobert the Bruce never rode to pay,

homage and accept any endorsement. Afte

ending his submission to England and slaying F

rival to the throne John Comyn, Bruce hac

himself crowned King of Scots in 1306. Afte

which he fought off the English for the next 2C

years, leading the Scots to victory ai

. Fyy2010dzNy Ay wMowmnX

death. At Bannockburn they did indeed fight like

warrior poets, and fight like Scotsman, and dic

win their freedom.

BRAVEHEART 20

George Boyle

ViceConvenor
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The Wallace Oak

Well where do | start? Lets try the beginning shall we?
| was given a book written by David R Ross called "The Black Doug Committee Member Cha Halli-
was on my way to a football game in Dingwall from Greenock and read
entire book on the way up. It was a fantastic read and | could not p
down. | looked for more books by David and found "On the Trail of Willi
Wallace". | saw that he was a keen biker and had visited over 80 pl
throughout Scotland and the North of England, looking for connections
Wallace. Once again | finished that book in one day.
Myself and a friend Sean Donnelly from Inverkip are also keen bikers
S aSi 2dz2i G2 FAYR GKS L} I OSa
common ones, we came across a local site mentioned in the bg
(Wallace Tree, Port Glasgow) less than 3 miles from where | lived
decided to find as much information as we could, as David had ¢
touched on it. And so the investigations began!
We contacted our local paper, The Greenock Telegraph and they we
great help, especially Paul John Coulter. He delved into the archives
came across earlier articles on a tree in Port Glasgow. Legend had it
after his capture at Robroyston, Wallace was taken to Dumbarton Ca
and held overnight. His famous sword being held there, until the ope
of the Wallace monument in 1869, where it was taken and put on disp
Wallace was transferred by boat the morning after, to the shores of w
is now Port Glasgow. At West Ferry, he was taken up the old Roman jss . o
and chained to an oak tree until English troops arrived to take him so Uh1sy Ay UKS wmay
to be MURDERED! understood to have dated from

A chain, thought to be the one used to restrain Wallace, remained at SRV TR (R LEUNALRL ) (D
scene for many years and each time it rotted away it was replaced. It |,

also painted red each year by local children to symbolise the blood she@ll |

Wallaceand thus started the local tradition. The last known chain ca
from the Lithgow's shipyard in Port Glasgow and children from Holy Fa
Primary all learned about Wallace and took their turn at painting the ch
red which can still be seen high up in the upper brascin the photo-
AN LK GF1SYy Ay GKS mopynQad ¢KS
built and the Tree continued to stand in the grounédg.some point, the
tree split and barbed wire was put around it, to stop the school child
from climbing on it, causing it to deteriorate even more. During a stor
Mppp Al FAYyLrEte aLlXAiAd Ay KFEF 0
research). The Priest at that time was Father Quinn, who organised a
farmer to come and clear away the broken branches that littered the dri
way. Sadly these were all burnt, but not before a local man Joe Della

took away a large branch to make some carvings for the local prig
13
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Duncan Fenton and Mr Smith
discuss the Wallace Oak

o inthefoctstepmfciliamirallare
 sbout the statue

K  Sean on 07930 SAS359

-E. T St or el O

Local newspaper article on Cha
YR {SIyQa

The remains of the Wallace
Oak Tree as it is today

a

The Wallace Oak

He carved eight wooden statues of the revered Italian Saint Padre Pio.
kept a large one for himself (which he still has in his home today) and g:
the others to all the Priests. The trunk of the tree was then pulled fro
the ground by local businessman Davie Smith from Bouvrie Motors us
his breakdown truck to pull out the stump. After reading an article in ot
local paper, we were directed to Bouvrie motors to where we found th
trunk in his scrap yard last year, where it had lain forgotten for 20 yea
As our interest in Wallace had grown, both Sean and | joined the Soci
Of William Wallace and went along to one of the meetings to fill them |
on what we had found. With a bit of persuasion Mr Smith kindly agreed
donate the tree to The Society of William Wallace and invited conven
Duncan Fenton out to take a look. We have now been in contact with
Historians all Doctors in their own specialist fields and it has been agre
to gain as much information as we can before having the trunk removs
and dated. We have cleared all around it and removed loose dirt and mc
to take some rough measurements. Our next move is to have wh
remains of the tree removed from the yard, have it properly dated, store
and preserved. If it is proven to be genuine it would be a superb find.
historic find and the possibilities are endless. Watch this space!

52y Qi @2dz 2dzaG t2@S {O02G0AaK | A&

Cha Halliday

The Society of William Wallace would like to extend a huc
thank you to Cha and Sean for their tremendous hard work ar
determination. Whether it proves to be the genuine article o
simply local legend, this tree is a remarkable piece of Scotti
history and local foltore which could have been lost if not for
these two. The Society have arranged for an assessment v
from an arboriculturist to ascertain the treferm clues and the
potential for dating and to take samples for analysis. We will
course keep you updated on our progress. Thanks again-guy
amazing job!

C2NJ Y2NB LK2G23IN}LIKa | yR
story you can visit their Facebook pag&d/L y ¢ K

2 AftAFY 2L EfFOSQ

Gary Stewart

Convenor
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George Boyle

Vice Convenor for the
Society of William Wallace

George Boyle

My life changed forever the day |

stepped into the old Kelburne cinema
in Paisley to see Braveheart. | knew
enough about Scottish history to real-
ise that not everything in the movie

was factually correct, however | also
realised that Randall Wallace was
making a movie not a documentary!

Everything | knew about Scottish
history was selfaught as back in my
time at school Scottish history was
never mentioned. My first real
inspiration was my wife Susan, a great
reader, she knew a lot about Scottish
history and would regularly quiz me
on all things Scottish. | got more
guestions wrong than right and she
found it highly amusing that this
kilted foot soldier of the Tartan Army
1ySg a2 tAGGES 27
After the inspiration of Braveheart it
was decided that | needed a vacation
4 LQR NBOSydif e
a four week period and my wife
suggested | get some books on
Wallace to take with me. Not being a
great reader | was looking for a small
book, nothing too boring and if it had
pictures all the better!

While looking up books on Wallace, |
came across the band Albannach and
noticed that they had a guy called
David Ross who regularly introduced
them to the audience. | found out he
was an author, got me a copy of his
On the Trail of William Walladeook
and read it on the plane on the flight
to Greece. That was me hooked, his
style of writing was ideal for me, like a
mate telling you a story. Once | came
home | went to see Albannach at
Bannockburn and introduced myself
to them and David who was also
there. He told me about the Society
and that Wallace Day was coming up
and invited me along. | went on the
march and was like a kid in a sweet
shop. | never realised there were so
many people who felt the same as |
did about Scotland, a wonderful

15

f Zhigliest oedtéek, LaANE yné ato

feeling, a total sense of finding my
place, a real sense of belonging.
started attending Society meetings
and enjoyed hearing Duncan and
5/ ARQa GFfSa o2
and their own historical shenanigans
- always fun and very enjoyable.

The Society were having problems
with their website and | offered to
take over the running of it which was
gratefully accepted and that was me
part of the team.

2 KSy GKS GNBI adzNB
up, David said he knew the ideal guy
to do that job and that he was in the
room. While | joined in looking
around to see who he meant, he said
my name. | of course accepted the
position, how could | not, David and,
KdpoPy A Zgda Khgu
became great friends of mine, and
who | respected and held in the
-
become part of the committee and |
was truly humbled to be asked to
work alongside a pair of legends!
{FrRft& 6SQ@S fz2ai
YSyo® LQ@S t2ai (¢
mentors and thanks to them | live,
ONBIF iKS VA= SI i
Ozyailyidte Ay Ye
GFr1Ay3a LK2G2a 27
it or watching some programme
about it.

This year | was asked to become Vice
Convenor of the Society. | accepted
as | know that Duncan had put his
trust in me and Gary and the rest of
the committee to make sure we carry
on all the good work that he and
David started!

Do | think | can repay the faith and
trust that Duncan and the Society has
Lldzi Ay YSK L ¢2dz
GKS LRaratrzy AF L

George Boyle

ViceConvenor



PROUD CLOTHING

Our new range of Society Merchandise is finally here! Three
t-shirts available in sizes Small to XXX Large for £15 with
delivery in Scotland & rUK and our new Society Cap. Nice on

The next two coins in our collection,
the Jacobite Coins, will be available
soon. Watch this space!
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To get yourself one of these, Jast
press the Shop Button
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http://www.proudclothing.co.uk/society-of-william-wallace-t-shirts.php

Works by Dr Fiona Watson

Scotland: A History, 8000 BDO
2000 (2002)

Scotland from Préistory to the
Present (2003)

Macbeth: a True Story (2010)
Under the Hammer: Edward | and

Scotland, 12961305 (2013)

Dr Fiona Watson

It is the curse of middle age that recorded facts, and | would have
time begins to speed up. But it is to tut. Our last outing was in 2003,
still hard to believe that it is five when | was eight months pregnant

eSIFNBR aAiyos
RSIFGK® L Ol yQi
51 @& O6GKIFGQf €

you!). But | can remember how he
stood, arms folded, legs apart, at
the back of a packed hall in
Bannockburn in 2000, ready to
take on anyone who disagreed
with what | had to say in a report
AyaGg2 (GKS aAras

victory for Stirling Council. We had
already been on a tour of where
Davy thought it was (thankfully,
we pretty much agreed, though, as
an academic historian, |1 had to
show a degree of scepticism
towards the notion that a dowser
he had come in contact with might
be able to find where the bodies
had been dumped). After that, we
enjoyed a number of lunches at
various hostelries near Stirling
University, where | worked. |
always really enjoyed our debates
and discussions when we both
fought our corner. He really knew
his stuff but always with that
twinkle in his eye when he knew
he was straying into myth, not the
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decaying, but amazing, medieval
church next to the Airth Hotet |
had to beg him to call it a day. And
our last lunch was when he asked
me to speak at the service to mark
the 700" | y Y A OGS NA | NEB

ZoRutal exeaaSrenEarkalsy M-

ten years ago. Speaking at the
Wallace march after his death was
difficult for all of us¢ so hard was
it to imagine that such a great
presence and character was no
longer with us. But the Wallace
Society has gone on all the same
glayQia Al 62YyRS
through the streets of Renton for
the opening of the Bruce museum
instigated by the Strathleven
I NIAalFyakK 'yR
letter of recommendation
exhibited at Holyrood. However |
met Davy all those years ago, | am
so glad | did.

Fiona Watson
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YOUNG LIONS

Dear Young Lions

Hello, I am Abbey from the Young Lions and this is a page for

N

children from the ages 5 -16 and what we do is we get children
involved in Scottish history.
This season | have been working hard doing Fun Facts Friday on

You can print off full size pages
at the back of the magazine

our Facebook Page and at the moment | am planning an event at
Wallace day on the 22nd August for children to come to during
the speeches. There will be quizzes and dressing up competitions
as well as a drawing competition. The prizes are a secret for now
but they are amazing and you will really love them. Also there
will be tons of extra bits and bobs to do. Hope to see you there!

Abbey

To win a fabulous Young Lions prize, print
off the drawing competition picture at the
back of the magazine and draw a picture of
yourself next to the Wallace Sword and
send it to:

Abbey Stewart

1 Canal Street, Flat 2/1, Paisley, PA1 2HD.
Remember to include your Name, Age and
Address. The winner will be announced in
the next magazine and all entries will get a

Young Lions badge. Good Luck!
DRAWING COMPETITION

There are lots of great places to visit in Scotland that are connected

to William Wallace. One of my favourites is The Wallace Monument in
Stirling where you can see Wall acsd
visit, take along our fun Wallace Monument page and see if you can
answer the questions. If you would like a mention in our next

magazine, email a picture of you and your family at the Monument and

tell us what you liked most about your day there. Have fun!

Email: younglions@soww.scot

WALLACE MONUMENT PAGE
18
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Meeting Dates M E M B wp

Tues 16th June

Tues 21st July
Please send you
Tues 18th August comments and

Elderslie Village Hall poems, tions to:
Stoddart Square, birthday me cot Hello again, Stua
Elderslie, PA5 9AS secretary @SOWW.S
7:30 pm or contact us on FB Al over the worl

close attention tQ
since his mother
Though it's a lond

Hello Styart, or Sidney or Bo
Thank Yo the wandering
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. i Crawford, they
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My only r _ to joining Wallace's first
€gret is that | li ) which had occug
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eng - SUre the memory of
aratthat time,  \yajiace, and al

nd love delving into who fought so

Ur great natj for the freedom
i lon.
Again, thank yoy fo people.
Gi "the warm Welcomel Sincerely
nny Fl’lesen . F. Scott Crawfq
Texas
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Congratulations Jodie on
new job. Very proud of y«
All our love as always,
Aunty Les, Daryl, April,
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