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Gary Stewart - Convenor 

WELCOME 
 

Dear Patriots, 
Welcome to our second E Magazine!  I must be honest, the last mag was so good 

L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǇ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦ ! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 

to everyone who has contributed but especially to Lesley Matthews and George 

Kempik for all the effort they have put in to making this a success. 

Thanks also to all of you who wrote in with suggestions for the magazine name - 
Pro Libertate was the most popular, so welcome to the summer edition of Pro 
Libertate! 
 

We have had a few events since the last mag with Loudoun Hill, Avoch and   
Raising  the Standard in Stirling. Due to health reasons I was unable to attend 
Loudoun hill this year run by the Society in conjunction with the Strathleven  
!ǊǘƛȊŀƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿŀǎ ƎǳǘǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ 
have started this event. Weather was kind to us this year and the event was well 
attended, up on the previous years which is down to the organisers William    
Ballantyne and Anne Harris. Hats off to you both.  

 

On the 25th May we had a toast, with people joining from all over the world, to 
ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ CŜƴǘƻƴΦ {ǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ {h²² ƛǎ 
making. 
 

This year was the first time I have attended the Avoch event run by the Andrew 
De Moray project as it always clashed with the Wallace Well School fete so it 
was always Duncan who represented  the Society. A beautiful part of the world 
and a tremendous day and night and was proud to say a few words at the event. 
Duncan's ashes were scattered at the cairn which was a special moment         
together, with Duncan's partner Jean raising the new Saltire which is always  
donated by the Society. 
 

Talking of Andrew De Moray, we also attended the Raising of the Saltire at     
Stirling Bridge for the unveiling of the cairns and the raising of the Saltire. It's the 
first time in over 700 years that the Saltire has flown over Stirling Bridge! A big 
well done to the Guardians of Scotland Trust for achieving this and our very own 
George Boyle who is on the trust committee. Their next project is a statue of 
Wallace and De Moray at the site. If you would like to make a donation to this 
ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пΦ DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ƎǳȅǎΦ 

 

I know we don't discuss politics but just had a wee thought. Longshanks must 
have thought that after Wallace's murder, Scotland would be under his control 
and no longer a problem. Then in 1306 a certain King Robert the Bruce was 
named King and you know the rest. After the NO vote Westminster must have 
again thought Scotland was now no longer a problem, then the SNP go and win 
56 seats. Funny how History repeats itself. 
P.S. Dr Fiona Watson, thanks for making me cry with your contribution LOL 
 

Hope your all have a great summer and maybe see a few of you at Bannockburn. 
LΩƭƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
  
Hope you enjoy our second edition as much as I did. 

Yours for Scotland, 

Gary Stewart 
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SOWW PROJECTS 
Gary Stewart - Convenor 

The Society have several projects underway at the moment to 

preserve and promote the legacy of William Wallace throughout 

Scotland. We will keep you regularly updated on our progress. 

.Ŝƭƭ hΩ ¢ƘŜ .ǊŀŜ 

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜ /ŀƛǊƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ŝƭƭ hΩ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀŜ ƛǎ 

now to be erected in the city Necropolis. We have re-applied for planning 

permission for the new venue and permission to use the land has been 

granted from Glasgow City Council so we are looking to have the Cairn 

built and in place by September of this year.  

 

Rutherglen Church 

It was in the grounds of this church that Sir John Monteith contracted with 

the English to betray Wallace. The Society has in conjunction with the  

Minister of Rutherglen church sent in a request to the Church of Scotland 

Committee on Art and Architecture with details of the finished plaque and 

wording. A big thank you to Hugh at Rutherglen church for all his help with 

this project. 
 

Walk for Wallace 10 year anniversary 

We are now in contact with English Heritage which is necessary as the 

church is a Grade 1 Building. Andy Hillhouse has produced an outstanding 

picture for the plaque and a big thank you goes to Gordon Aitken of the 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

to confirm they are happy with our proposal then the finished article will 

be sent to English Heritage for permission to go ahead. 
 

Wallace Safe Conduct letter 

As you may have seen from the press and media the loan period has been 

extended for a further 2 years which is brilliant news.  

 

House Near the Necropolis 

We have had tentative talks with Glasgow Building Preservation trust     

regarding the Society being allocated space inside the house at the         

entrance to the Necropolis were we could maybe have a small museum 

dedicated to Wallace, but there is still a long way to go. 
 

Robroyston Memorial Bench 

The Society are looking to make a replica of the Wallace chair kept in Clan 

Ross house at Balnagowan Estates. Mr Al Fayed who owns the estate has 

kindly sent us 7 photos to enable us to get as close a match as possible. 

The Society cannot thank Mr Fayed enough. We have a Joiner on the case 

as we speak! 
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The first ever memorial to the Battle of Stirling Bridge has been unveiled on 
the spot where a Scottish army led by William Wallace and Andrew de     

Moray defeated the English in 1297. Around 300 people gathered on the 
north side of the River Forth at Stirling to see three granite lecterns          
unveiled. A saltire flag was also raised, which will now fly permanently 

where the outnumbered Scots clashed with the English army 718 years ago. 
The tribute was organised by the Guardians of Scotland Trust, a charity set 
up in 2013 to honour Wallace and de Moray, both of whom held the title 
during their lifetimes.  Fergus Wood, chairman of the Trust, said: "It's taken 
over 718 years to get here, but for the first time we now have a memorial 
to the Battle of Stirling Bridge and the two Guardians of Scotland who   

commanded the Scottish army on the site where it happened. It's been a 
long time in coming. The Battle of Stirling Bridge was one of the most      
important battles in Scotland's history." 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS  
Stirling Brig, 29th May 2015 Raising the Saltire 

tǳǇƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ bƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
School unveil the three cairns 

The Saltire which will now fly 
permanently over the site 

The granite lecterns, inscribed with  
information about de Moray, Wallace 
and the battle are made from stone 
from nearby Bannockburn. Unveiled by 
Stirling schoolchildren, they constitute 
not only the first memorial on the site 

of the battle, but also the first to     
commemorate Wallace and De Moray   
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ       
beginning! 

Saltires flying from Stirling Brig 

To support the Guardians of Scotland Trust or make a donation,  click the link below 

GUARDIANS OF SCOTLAND TRUST 

http://www.guardiansofscotlandtrust.com/
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VISIT Falkirk 
Gordon Aitken - Historical Advisor 

Hello and welcome  to the second of our articles about Wallace 

connections and where to find them. In this summer edition I 

will be talking about Wallace connections in my home town of 

Falkirk.  

Wallace in Falkirk 

¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ CŀƭƪƛǊƪ ǿŀǎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻƴ ŀ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ 

him to see the approaching English army and to let himself be seen by them, to draw them to the site where he 

had positioned his army. It is well worth a trip to Wallacestone to stand beside the monument erected by locals in 

1810. The stone was donated by a local quarry. The top piece of the stone is missing, and this piece is the most 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ [ƻƴŘƻƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƛƪŜŘΦ 

Nearby this monument there had been a simple flat stone with the initials W.W. 

carved on it which by the early 19th century had disappeared. There is a local tale 

which says that an old collier, looking for a big flat stone, managed to pinch it and 

build it into his fireplace. However he was unable to sleep that night for the ghostly 

sound of bagpipes coming from the hearth and so he broke it up and got rid of the 

pieces! To get to Wallacestone from Edinburgh, leave the M9 motorway at Junction 5 

ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ф ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ Ψ[ŀǳǊƛŜǎǘƻƴΣ CŀƭƪƛǊƪΩ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘ- 

about until you come to a second mini roundabout with Falkirk stadium on your 

right. Turn left  onto the B805, stay in the left hand lane and go straight on at the 

ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘǎΣ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ ΨwŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ aŀŘŘƛǎǘƻƴΩΦ 5ǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ   

Redding and up the hill passing Tesco on the right and turn right onto the B810 

(Shieldhill) just past the prison college. Driving on you will pass the Braes High School 

on your left and at the traffic lights turn left onto the Wallacestone Brae. Drive up to 

the top of the hill and turn right. You will see the memorial stone on your right set in 

a piece of parkland. On a good day you are in for an incredible view as you stand 

where Wallace once stood to watch the English army. If you are coming in from the 

WALLACESTONE MONUMENT 

Glasgow direction turn off at Junction 5 and turn right at the traffic lights 

onto the A905, drive up to the Beancross roundabout and staying in the 

right hand lane drive underneath the motorway joining the A9 and follow 

the same directions. After leaving Wallacestone, retrace your journey back 

down through Redding and the mini roundabouts and turn left at the third 

Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ ΨCŀƭƪƛǊƪκ/ŀƭƭŜƴŘŀǊ 

IƻǳǎŜΩΦ 5ǊƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ о Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘΣ 

turn left into Callendar estate at the big sign. Drive on and after about 100 

yards park up at the car park on your right. Walk down the footpath on 

your right and immediately to your left you will see the Falkirk  Memorial 

Cairn built in 2007 to honour the thousands of men who fell at the battle 

ƻŦ CŀƭƪƛǊƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦ 

FALKIRK CAIRN 
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VISIT Falkirk 
Gordon Aitken - Historical Advisor 

If you feel up to stretching your legs for a bit I recommend that 

you walk into Falkirk town centre to the old parish church 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦǎΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ 

are interred. Going back to the car park, walk across and join 

the road between the two high rise flats at the far end of the car 

park. Turn left and cross at the traffic crossing and walk up East 

Bridge Street almost opposite the crossing. This will take you 

uphill to the High Street. Walk up the High Street and after 

about 200 yards you will pass the Falkirk Steeple/Tollbooth. 

Turn right onto Vicar Street, walk down and turn up a side 

street on your left, just past Manor Street. Walk up the small incline and through the church gates. This is Falkirk 

hƭŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aƻŘŀƴΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ aƻŘŀƴ ƛƴ улл ŀΦŘΦ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƪƭŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ Cŀǿ YƛǊƪέ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  

On the left just before the church building is the magnificent tombstone of Sir 

WƻƘƴ ŘŜ DǊŀŜƳŜΣ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀƴΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƭƛŜ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  

original, which was inscribed:  
 

�´�+�H�U�H���O�L�H�V���6�L�U���-�R�K�Q���W�K�H���*�U�D�P�H�����E�D�L�W�K���Z�L�J�K�W���D�Q�G���Z�L�V�H�� 
�$�Q�H���R�·���W�K�H���F�K�L�H�I�V���Z�K�R���U�H�V�F�H�Z�L�W���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���W�K�U�L�V�H 
Ane better knight not to the warld was lent 
�1�R�U���Z�D�V���J�X�G�H���*�U�D�K�D�P�����R�I���W�U�X�W�K�����D�Q�G���K�D�U�G�L�P�H�Q�W�µ�� 
 

To the right of the tombstone just in front of the church wall is a stone  set into 

the tarmac. This is the tombstone of Sir John Stewart of Bonkyll, killed in the 

battle along with the Men of Bute, and on the left of the churchyard is a huge 

�&���>�<�/�Z�<���K�>�������E�����^�d���D�K�����E�[�^ 

TOMBSTONE OF   
SIR JOHN DE GRAEME 

Celtic Cross erected in 1877 by the Marquis of Bute in their honour. 

There is one more place to visit, so drive back to the roundabout at the park entrance. Go through Bellsmeadow 

and turn right at the traffic lights. Drive on and turn left onto Thornhill road at the next set of lights. Go straight 

on at a mini roundabout and turn in to a car park about 20 yards on your right beside a community centre. On 

ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ {ƛǊ wƻōŜǊǘ 5ƻƭƭŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ άƴŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘΣ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ ŘŜ 

DǊŀŜƳŜ ŦŜƭƭέΦ !ǎ ŀ ōƻȅΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ        

fountain, alas, no longer working. Turning around and walking back to your   

vehicle, you will see a church across the street to your right. This is St. James, 

and according to local legend, its pulpit was built over the spot where Wallace 

raised the Scottish Standard before the battle. This is only one of 3 areas   

mooted as where the battle took place, the others being the Mumrills area at 

Beancross, and most likely the Hallglen area at the top of Callendar Wood.  

9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ά CŀǿƪƛǊƪέ 

Slainthe, Gordon. SIR JOHN DE GRAEME 
DRINKING FOUNTAIN 


