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Gary Stewart - Convenor 

WELCOME 
 

Dear Patriots, 
Welcome to our second E Magazine!  I must be honest, the last mag was so good 

L ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǇ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΦ ! ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 

to everyone who has contributed but especially to Lesley Matthews and George 

Kempik for all the effort they have put in to making this a success. 

Thanks also to all of you who wrote in with suggestions for the magazine name - 
Pro Libertate was the most popular, so welcome to the summer edition of Pro 
Libertate! 
 

We have had a few events since the last mag with Loudoun Hill, Avoch and   
Raising  the Standard in Stirling. Due to health reasons I was unable to attend 
Loudoun hill this year run by the Society in conjunction with the Strathleven  
!ǊǘƛȊŀƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿŀǎ ƎǳǘǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ 
have started this event. Weather was kind to us this year and the event was well 
attended, up on the previous years which is down to the organisers William    
Ballantyne and Anne Harris. Hats off to you both.  

 

On the 25th May we had a toast, with people joining from all over the world, to 
ƻǳǊ ƭŀǘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ 5ǳƴŎŀƴ CŜƴǘƻƴΦ {ǘƛƭƭ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƙƛǎ 
ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ {h²² ƛǎ 
making. 
 

This year was the first time I have attended the Avoch event run by the Andrew 
De Moray project as it always clashed with the Wallace Well School fete so it 
was always Duncan who represented  the Society. A beautiful part of the world 
and a tremendous day and night and was proud to say a few words at the event. 
Duncan's ashes were scattered at the cairn which was a special moment         
together, with Duncan's partner Jean raising the new Saltire which is always  
donated by the Society. 
 

Talking of Andrew De Moray, we also attended the Raising of the Saltire at     
Stirling Bridge for the unveiling of the cairns and the raising of the Saltire. It's the 
first time in over 700 years that the Saltire has flown over Stirling Bridge! A big 
well done to the Guardians of Scotland Trust for achieving this and our very own 
George Boyle who is on the trust committee. Their next project is a statue of 
Wallace and De Moray at the site. If you would like to make a donation to this 
ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ пΦ DƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ƎǳȅǎΦ 

 

I know we don't discuss politics but just had a wee thought. Longshanks must 
have thought that after Wallace's murder, Scotland would be under his control 
and no longer a problem. Then in 1306 a certain King Robert the Bruce was 
named King and you know the rest. After the NO vote Westminster must have 
again thought Scotland was now no longer a problem, then the SNP go and win 
56 seats. Funny how History repeats itself. 
P.S. Dr Fiona Watson, thanks for making me cry with your contribution LOL 
 

Hope your all have a great summer and maybe see a few of you at Bannockburn. 
LΩƭƭ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
  
Hope you enjoy our second edition as much as I did. 

Yours for Scotland, 

Gary Stewart 
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SOWW PROJECTS 
Gary Stewart - Convenor 

The Society have several projects underway at the moment to 

preserve and promote the legacy of William Wallace throughout 

Scotland. We will keep you regularly updated on our progress. 

.Ŝƭƭ hΩ ¢ƘŜ .ǊŀŜ 

¢ƘŜ ǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜ /ŀƛǊƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ŝƭƭ hΩ ǘƘŜ .ǊŀŜ ƛǎ 

now to be erected in the city Necropolis. We have re-applied for planning 

permission for the new venue and permission to use the land has been 

granted from Glasgow City Council so we are looking to have the Cairn 

built and in place by September of this year.  

 

Rutherglen Church 

It was in the grounds of this church that Sir John Monteith contracted with 

the English to betray Wallace. The Society has in conjunction with the  

Minister of Rutherglen church sent in a request to the Church of Scotland 

Committee on Art and Architecture with details of the finished plaque and 

wording. A big thank you to Hugh at Rutherglen church for all his help with 

this project. 
 

Walk for Wallace 10 year anniversary 

We are now in contact with English Heritage which is necessary as the 

church is a Grade 1 Building. Andy Hillhouse has produced an outstanding 

picture for the plaque and a big thank you goes to Gordon Aitken of the 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ {ǘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

to confirm they are happy with our proposal then the finished article will 

be sent to English Heritage for permission to go ahead. 
 

Wallace Safe Conduct letter 

As you may have seen from the press and media the loan period has been 

extended for a further 2 years which is brilliant news.  

 

House Near the Necropolis 

We have had tentative talks with Glasgow Building Preservation trust     

regarding the Society being allocated space inside the house at the         

entrance to the Necropolis were we could maybe have a small museum 

dedicated to Wallace, but there is still a long way to go. 
 

Robroyston Memorial Bench 

The Society are looking to make a replica of the Wallace chair kept in Clan 

Ross house at Balnagowan Estates. Mr Al Fayed who owns the estate has 

kindly sent us 7 photos to enable us to get as close a match as possible. 

The Society cannot thank Mr Fayed enough. We have a Joiner on the case 

as we speak! 
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The first ever memorial to the Battle of Stirling Bridge has been unveiled on 
the spot where a Scottish army led by William Wallace and Andrew de     

Moray defeated the English in 1297. Around 300 people gathered on the 
north side of the River Forth at Stirling to see three granite lecterns          
unveiled. A saltire flag was also raised, which will now fly permanently 

where the outnumbered Scots clashed with the English army 718 years ago. 
The tribute was organised by the Guardians of Scotland Trust, a charity set 
up in 2013 to honour Wallace and de Moray, both of whom held the title 
during their lifetimes.  Fergus Wood, chairman of the Trust, said: "It's taken 
over 718 years to get here, but for the first time we now have a memorial 
to the Battle of Stirling Bridge and the two Guardians of Scotland who   

commanded the Scottish army on the site where it happened. It's been a 
long time in coming. The Battle of Stirling Bridge was one of the most      
important battles in Scotland's history." 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS  
Stirling Brig, 29th May 2015 Raising the Saltire 

tǳǇƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ bƛƴƛŀƴΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ 
School unveil the three cairns 

The Saltire which will now fly 
permanently over the site 

The granite lecterns, inscribed with  
information about de Moray, Wallace 
and the battle are made from stone 
from nearby Bannockburn. Unveiled by 
Stirling schoolchildren, they constitute 
not only the first memorial on the site 

of the battle, but also the first to     
commemorate Wallace and De Moray   
ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ       
beginning! 

Saltires flying from Stirling Brig 

To support the Guardians of Scotland Trust or make a donation,  click the link below 

GUARDIANS OF SCOTLAND TRUST 

http://www.guardiansofscotlandtrust.com/
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VISIT Falkirk 
Gordon Aitken - Historical Advisor 

Hello and welcome  to the second of our articles about Wallace 

connections and where to find them. In this summer edition I 

will be talking about Wallace connections in my home town of 

Falkirk.  

Wallace in Falkirk 

¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ CŀƭƪƛǊƪ ǿŀǎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ƻƴ ŀ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜ 

him to see the approaching English army and to let himself be seen by them, to draw them to the site where he 

had positioned his army. It is well worth a trip to Wallacestone to stand beside the monument erected by locals in 

1810. The stone was donated by a local quarry. The top piece of the stone is missing, and this piece is the most 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ [ƻƴŘƻƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƛƪŜŘΦ 

Nearby this monument there had been a simple flat stone with the initials W.W. 

carved on it which by the early 19th century had disappeared. There is a local tale 

which says that an old collier, looking for a big flat stone, managed to pinch it and 

build it into his fireplace. However he was unable to sleep that night for the ghostly 

sound of bagpipes coming from the hearth and so he broke it up and got rid of the 

pieces! To get to Wallacestone from Edinburgh, leave the M9 motorway at Junction 5 

ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ф ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ Ψ[ŀǳǊƛŜǎǘƻƴΣ CŀƭƪƛǊƪΩ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘ- 

about until you come to a second mini roundabout with Falkirk stadium on your 

right. Turn left  onto the B805, stay in the left hand lane and go straight on at the 

ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘǎΣ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ ΨwŜŘŘƛƴƎΣ aŀŘŘƛǎǘƻƴΩΦ 5ǊƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ   

Redding and up the hill passing Tesco on the right and turn right onto the B810 

(Shieldhill) just past the prison college. Driving on you will pass the Braes High School 

on your left and at the traffic lights turn left onto the Wallacestone Brae. Drive up to 

the top of the hill and turn right. You will see the memorial stone on your right set in 

a piece of parkland. On a good day you are in for an incredible view as you stand 

where Wallace once stood to watch the English army. If you are coming in from the 

WALLACESTONE MONUMENT 

Glasgow direction turn off at Junction 5 and turn right at the traffic lights 

onto the A905, drive up to the Beancross roundabout and staying in the 

right hand lane drive underneath the motorway joining the A9 and follow 

the same directions. After leaving Wallacestone, retrace your journey back 

down through Redding and the mini roundabouts and turn left at the third 

Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭƭŜƴŘŀǊ ǊƻŀŘΣ ǎƛƎƴǇƻǎǘŜŘ ΨCŀƭƪƛǊƪκ/ŀƭƭŜƴŘŀǊ 

IƻǳǎŜΩΦ 5ǊƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ о Ƴƛƴƛ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊƻǳƴŘŀōƻǳǘΣ 

turn left into Callendar estate at the big sign. Drive on and after about 100 

yards park up at the car park on your right. Walk down the footpath on 

your right and immediately to your left you will see the Falkirk  Memorial 

Cairn built in 2007 to honour the thousands of men who fell at the battle 

ƻŦ CŀƭƪƛǊƪ ǳƴŘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΦ 

FALKIRK CAIRN 
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VISIT Falkirk 
Gordon Aitken - Historical Advisor 

If you feel up to stretching your legs for a bit I recommend that 

you walk into Falkirk town centre to the old parish church 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦǎΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ 

are interred. Going back to the car park, walk across and join 

the road between the two high rise flats at the far end of the car 

park. Turn left and cross at the traffic crossing and walk up East 

Bridge Street almost opposite the crossing. This will take you 

uphill to the High Street. Walk up the High Street and after 

about 200 yards you will pass the Falkirk Steeple/Tollbooth. 

Turn right onto Vicar Street, walk down and turn up a side 

street on your left, just past Manor Street. Walk up the small incline and through the church gates. This is Falkirk 

hƭŘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aƻŘŀƴΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ {ǘΦ aƻŘŀƴ ƛƴ улл ŀΦŘΦ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 

ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎǇŜŎƪƭŜŘ ǎǘƻƴŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ Cŀǿ YƛǊƪέ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ōƛǊǘƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ  

On the left just before the church building is the magnificent tombstone of Sir 

WƻƘƴ ŘŜ DǊŀŜƳŜΣ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƳŀƴΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƭƛŜ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  

original, which was inscribed:  
 

òHere lies Sir John the Grame, baith wight and wise. 

Ane oõ the chiefs who rescewit Scotland thrise 

Ane better knight not to the warld was lent 

Nor was gude Graham, of truth, and hardimentó. 
 

To the right of the tombstone just in front of the church wall is a stone  set into 

the tarmac. This is the tombstone of Sir John Stewart of Bonkyll, killed in the 

battle along with the Men of Bute, and on the left of the churchyard is a huge 

C![YLwY h[5 !b5 {¢ ah5!bΩ{ 

TOMBSTONE OF   
SIR JOHN DE GRAEME 

Celtic Cross erected in 1877 by the Marquis of Bute in their honour. 

There is one more place to visit, so drive back to the roundabout at the park entrance. Go through Bellsmeadow 

and turn right at the traffic lights. Drive on and turn left onto Thornhill road at the next set of lights. Go straight 

on at a mini roundabout and turn in to a car park about 20 yards on your right beside a community centre. On 

ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ {ƛǊ wƻōŜǊǘ 5ƻƭƭŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ άƴŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇƻǘΣ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ ŘŜ 

DǊŀŜƳŜ ŦŜƭƭέΦ !ǎ ŀ ōƻȅΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ L ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ        

fountain, alas, no longer working. Turning around and walking back to your   

vehicle, you will see a church across the street to your right. This is St. James, 

and according to local legend, its pulpit was built over the spot where Wallace 

raised the Scottish Standard before the battle. This is only one of 3 areas   

mooted as where the battle took place, the others being the Mumrills area at 

Beancross, and most likely the Hallglen area at the top of Callendar Wood.  

9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ά CŀǿƪƛǊƪέ 

Slainthe, Gordon. SIR JOHN DE GRAEME 
DRINKING FOUNTAIN 
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EVENTS 
William Ballantyne- Events Officer 

Hello and hearty welcome to the events section of the Society of William 

²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ tǊƻ [ƛōŜǊǘŀǘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŦƻǊ WǳƴŜ ǘƻ !ǳƎ нлмрΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ōŀǘǘƭŜ 

ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ 

Loudon Hill Commemoration, 9th May 2015 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ [ƻǳŘƻƴ Iƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ р ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ 

friends The Strathleven Artizans. We had a  huge turn out as members, friends and fellow patriots commemorated 

the fallen of both battles in the warm sunshine in the shadow of Loudoun hill. Speakers this year were George 

Kempik, Lesley Matthews, Jean Brittain and Ken Shira, with the wreaths to the fallen being laid by Elaine Kempik 

and Kate Smith. The Swords of Dalriada, who never fail to entertain each year gave an excellent re enactment. 

Gordon Aitken and Kate Smith closed the ceremony with a fine set of songs that perfectly captured the mood. A 

huge thank you to all. Then it was back to the Black Bull in Darvel for a buffet and few drinks and a singsong. 

Thanks to all who came along to support the commemoration of The Battles of Loudon Hill. See you all next year!  

June 2015 
27th June - Bannockburn: The annual commemoration of the battle of Bannockburn kicks off at 15.00 on Sat 27th 

June from Stirling Bridge. There will be speeches and a few songs at Stirling Bridge before the march. March route 

is from Stirling Bridge, round the foot of Stirling Castle past Kings Park, Randolphfield and St.Ninians to the 

Borestone and the battlefield where the commemoration will be held. Evening event is at the Tartan Arms with 

Ted Christopher and Gaberlunzie. Tickets at the door. 

July 2015 
18th July - Falkirk:   March off is at  13.30 from Old and St Modan's Church in Falkirk to the Memorial Cairn in   

Callander Park. Speakers to be announced nearer the time. 

August 2015 
22nd Aug - Wallace Day:  The highlight of our commemoration calendar is set to be bigger and better than ever 

this year! Muster at 13.30 in Ludovic Sq, Johnstone for march to the Wallace Monument, Elderslie. Speakers to be           

announced. Evening event at the Elderslie Town Hall with Ted Christopher, Usquebaugh, Clann an Drumma and 

The Tartan Specials . Tickets £15 at the door.  

 

Full details of all these events will be posted on our Facebook page nearer the time.  If you can attend any of these 

events, it would be great to see our members and friends there. With your support the society can continue to 

ƘƻƴƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǳƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ   

Always Aye, 

William 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
Avoch, Black Isle 
Andrew de Moray was a member of the Anglo-Norman de     
Moravias (de Moray) family. His family held the Castle of Avoch 
(Ormond Castle) on the Black Isle and were supporters of the 
Scottish cause in the wars against Edward I of England. After the 
defeat of the Scots at the Battle of Dunbar in 1296, Andrew and 
his father were taken prisoner. Andrew  escaped in the Spring of 
1297 and raised his standard at his father's castle at Avoch to 
rally his forces for battle. He and his small army marched south 
and joined forces with William Wallace. The result was a         
resounding victory over the English at the Battle of Stirling 
Bridge. Sadly, Andrew was mortally wounded at the battle and 
died of his injuries shortly afterwards.  He is commemorated by 
a cairn and plaque at the castle site. 

On Saturday 23rd May, several members of the SOWW caught up with old 

friends as we attended the Annual Flag Raising Ceremony in Avoch, run by 

the Andrew de Moray Project. We marched to the site of Ormond Castle, 

scene of the raising of the standard by Andrew de Moray, signalling the 

{ŎƻǘǎΩ ŦƛƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴǾŀŘŜǊΦ !ǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭΣ 

Project organiser, Charlie Beattie, spoke of the historical background which 

this event commemorates. I was honoured to say a few words on behalf of 

the Society before the new Saltire which is donated annually by the SOWW 

was attached and raised by Jean. We laid white roses in memory of      

5ǳƴŎŀƴ CŜƴǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ WŜŀƴ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 5ǳƴŎŀƴΩǎ ŀǎƘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƛǊƴΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŜǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǇǇƭŀǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊƻǳǎƛƴƎ ά!ƭōŀ Ǝǳ 

.ǊŀǘƘΗέ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΦ 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŜŘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 9ƭǾƛǎ 

doing his stuff . Rob Gibson also got his guitar out and gave us a few songs 

and we spent a great night amongst friends laughing, singing, dancing and 

sharing stories over a drink or two. 

The Cairn commemorating the 
'North Rising' and raising of the 
standard by Andrew de Moray at 
Ormond Hill, Avoch. 

George, Lesley, Charlie, Gary, Irene and Jean 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
Avoch, The Black Isle 

 

 

 

 

 

Next morning, after a fantastic Scottish fry-up for breakfast from our 

lovely landlady Maureen at the Harbour Guest House, we headed to  Rose-

markie for a glimpse of the Dolphins at Chanonry point and were lucky 

enough to see two of them feeding about 100 yards from the beach. The 

main    viewing area is on a shingle beach behind the lighthouse with views 

across the  Moray Firth to Fort George and with lots of fellow dolphin 

watchers you are unlikely to miss any sightings.  

Next up was the Cathedral at Fortrose - a beautiful 13th century red sand-

stone building standing in a peaceful tree lined square. Two buildings, the 

ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǾŜΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƛǎƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ 

ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŎƛǘŀŘŜƭ ŀǘ LƴǾŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ 

from ground level paving and landscaping to gain an impression of the size 

of the original cathedral. The Chapter House is the oldest of the two    

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊƎƘΩǎ 

tollbooth. The upper floor was adapted as the council chamber and court 

house, and the lower floor as a prison. It was eerie to stand on the         

entrance steps to the prison and wonder how many poor souls had passed 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƻǊǎΦ  

Lƴ мооуΣ {ƛǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŘŜ aƻǊŀȅΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ {ƛǊ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŘŜ aƻǊŀȅ όǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ 

also made Guardian of Scotland) retired to Avoch Castle and there died. 

He was originally buried here before his remains were removed to        

Dunfermline Abbey. The whole visit was outstanding and well worth the  

Dolphins at Chanonry Point 

Avoch 

Fortrose Cathedral 

x 

x 

x 

trip. We then said our goodbyes to 

Avoch for this year but already    

looking forward to next year. If you 

would like to join us for the 2016 

commemoration, keep an eye out for 

details on our FB page. A big thank 

you to Paul, Irene, George, Elaine, 

Jean and Lesley for their company. As 

in all trips, what happened in Avoch 

stays in Avoch! 

Yours Aye, 

Gary Stewart 

 

Convenor 
 

!ǾƻŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ΨhŎƘΩΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ 

kindly to their beautiful wee   

village being pronounced Avoch. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴŀŜ ǿŀǊƴ ȅŜΗ 
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BRAVEHEART: The Film starts in 1280, with the King of Scots dead and Edward I invading Scotland and claiming 

the throne for himself. 
HISTORYΥ YƛƴƎ ƻŦ {Ŏƻǘǎ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ LLL ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ мнулΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ мнусΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ    

impose himself on Scotland until 1290 when he was invited to judge on the claimants to the throne. Edward I  

never actually claimed the throne himself but demanded that all candidates for King recognise him as the          

supreme leader of Scotland. Edward I placed John Balliol on the Scottish throne to be used as a puppet king.  

BRAVEHEART: ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ aŀƭŎƻƭƳ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ WƻƘƴΣ 

ŀŦǘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ !ǊƎȅƭŜ ŀŘƻǇǘǎ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅΦ 

HISTORY: ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎ !ƭŀƴ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ aŀƭŎƻƭƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ     

Wallace was a boy. In fact he was likely alive when Wallace was fighting his rebellion. Wallace had a brother 

named Malcolm though, in addition to his brother John. His brother John Wallace was not killed when Wallace 

ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƻȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ молсΣ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΦ ¦ƴŎƭŜ !ǊƎȅƭŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

character, although an uncle or two may have indeed helped educate William as a boy.  

BRAVEHEART: In the film, Wallace returns to Scotland around 1296, a man, after years of being away, visiting 

Rome with his uncle etc. 

HISTORY: Wallace by all accounts grew up in Scotland and most likely never left his native land as a child or youth.  

BRAVEHEART: Edward I grants prima-ƴƻŎǘŜ ό[ŀǘƛƴ ŦƻǊ ΨŦƛǊǎǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΩύ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ - the right of the lord to have sex 

with female subjects on their wedding night.  

HISTORY: ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ŜǾŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΦ 

BRAVEHEARTΥ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LL ƳŀǊǊƛŜǎ LǎŀōŜƭƭŀ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мнфсΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎΦ 

HISTORYΥ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ LL ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǊǊȅ LǎŀōŜƭƭŀ ƻŦ CǊŀƴŎŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ молуΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 

BRAVEHEART: Wallace falls in love with Murron, and secretly weds her. He has no intention of fighting the English 

or freeing his country until she is killed. Wallace takes revenge on the Sheriff who cut her throat by cutting his. 

HISTORYΥ [ŜƎŜƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ  ǿŀǎ aŀǊƛƻƴ .ǊŀƛŘŦǳǘŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ [ŀƴŀǊƪΣ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ       

gathered a bunch of men and did indeed wreak havoc on Sheriff William Heselrig and his English guards. After  

advancing on the town, Wallace cut the Sheriff to pieces with his sword, and he and his band proceeded to burn 

two houses with the English guards inside. Wallace was already an outlaw against the English before his wife was 

killed. He was opposed to English rule from the very beginning and refused to sign the Ragman Roll. 

BRAVEHEARTΥ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ IŀƳƛǎƘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊƴŜǊȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ /ŀƳǇōŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ 

HISTORY: Hamish and Campbell are fictional characters. Legend says that Wallace did have a close friend called 

{ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΦ [ŜƎŜƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ YŜǊƭȅΦ  

FEATURE ARTICLE 
Braveheart v History 
Released in 1995 and starring Mel Gibson as Scotland's greatest 

ever Patriot hero, Braveheart brought the story of Wallace to an 

international audience - and for that, we are eternally grateful.  

But how historically accurate was it? Short answer - not very. 

IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǿƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΦ  
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
Braveheart v History 
BRAVEHEART: Wallace joins with the highlanders led by Nobles Craig, Lochlan and Mornay before the battle of 

Stirling. 

HISTORY: Wallace and his men joined forces with the rebels under Andrew de Moray at Dundee in 1297 before 

the battle of Stirling Bridge. Craig, Lachlan and Mornay were fictional characters, although several Nobles did    

assist Wallace and De Moray at the battle.  

BRAVEHEART: The battle of Stirling Bridge takes place upon an open field, during which Wallace and his men use 

schiltrons to repel the English cavalry. 

HISTORYΥ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ŀ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƛŜƭŘ όǘƘŜ ŎƭǳŜΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ aŜƭΗύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

{Ŏƻǘǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ ǎŎƘƛƭǘǊƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƭ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ŎŀǾŀƭǊȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ CŀƭƪƛǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ {ǘƛǊƭƛƴƎ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘǳŀƭ 

bridge is rather ludicrous. The key to the success of the battle was the bridge itself. Wallace and De Moray waited 

until "as many of the enemy had come over as they believed they could overcome". When the vanguard,         

comprising 5,400 English and Welsh infantry plus several hundred cavalry had crossed the bridge, the attack was 

ordered. In the narrow space of the bridge, the massed English cavalry were incredibly vulnerable to the line of 

Scots   spearmen holding the end of the bridge. Surrey's vanguard was now cut off from the rest of the army and 

was cut to pieces, with the rest of the English army at the other side of the bridge, powerless to help.  

BRAVEHEART: After the Battle of Stirling Bridge the Scottish Nobility name Wallace as Guardian of Scotland and 

grant him knighthood after which Wallace proceeds to invade Northern England. 

HISTORY: After the battle of Stirling Bridge, the Scottish Nobility named Wallace and Andrew de Moray Joint 

Guardians of Scotland. Andrew de Moray is not even mentioned in the film. He led the rising in the north of    

Scotland in the summer of 1297, successfully regaining control of the area for King John Balliol. He then merged 

his forces with those of Wallace and jointly  led the combined army to victory.  The battle of Stirling Bridge      

without De Moray is as ludicrous as the battle of Stirling Bridge without a bridge! Wallace was not given knight-

ƘƻƻŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴΣ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ŘŜ aƻǊŀȅ ŘƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƻǳƴŘǎ 

sustained at Stirling. When Wallace returned he was made sole Guardian of Scotland.  

BRAVEHEART: Wallace sacks the city of York during his invasion of Northern England. 

HISTORY: Wallace did indeed invade Northern England after his victory at Stirling Bridge, but he did not sack or 

even approach the city of York. Instead he and the Scots raided Northumberland, including the towns Corbridge, 

Hexam, Cumberland, Durham and Carlisle. They raided for much needed supplies as well as revenge.  

BRAVEHEART: The sweet, kind, innocent French Princess is sent by Edward I to buy off Wallace at York. Wallace 

ǘƘŜƴ ōŜŘǎ Řƻǿƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƛŘ tǊƛƴŎŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ Ƙƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘΦ 

HISTORY: This is the most ridiculous inaccuracy of all. Wallace and the French Princess never even met, let alone 

became involved, nor could they have been as the French Princess was only 7 or 8 years old at the time.              

Incidentally the French Princess was not sweet and kindly, nicknamed the She Wolf of France, she was quite      

vicious and later had her incompetent husband Edward II killed and launched her own invasion of Scotland with 

her son Edward III.  

BRAVEHEART: At the battle of Falkirk, Wallace and the Scots are betrayed by Nobles Mornay and Lochlan and 

Robert the Bruce. 

HISTORY: Wallace may have been betrayed by the Noblemen under John Comyn, although there is no solid 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
Braveheart v History 
evidence of this, but not by fictional characters Mornay and Lochlan. Comyn and his noble cavalry did indeed flee 

the field however, either by betrayal or fear, leaving the Scottish ranks of schiltrons to be slaughtered by English 

ŀǊǊƻǿǎΦ .ǊǳŎŜ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜǘǊŀȅ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ CŀƭƪƛǊƪΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ .ǊǳŎŜ ŘƛŘ Ǉŀȅ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ L 

and fight on the English side after 1302, three years after the battle of Falkirk.  

BRAVEHEART: After Falkirk, Wallace stays in Scotland and kills Mornay and Lochlan in revenge for their betrayal. 

HISTORY: Mornay and Lochlan never existed, the revenge killings never happened, nor did Wallace make an      

attempt to kill John Comyn who had abandoned him at Falkirk. After Falkirk, Wallace departed for France and 

Rome to argue the Scottish cause.  

BRAVEHEARTΥ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ bƻōƭŜ /ǊŀƛƎ ŀƴŘ wƻōŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ ƭŜǇŜǊ    

father betray him. 

HISTORY: Wallace was captured by the English at Robroyston near Glasgow after being betrayed by John         

aŜƴǘŜƛǘƘΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀ {ŎƻǘǎƳŀƴΦ /ǊŀƛƎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ молпΣ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ     

capture.  

BRAVEHEART: Wallace is executed by being hung until semi conscious, stretched, then disembowelled and        

beheaded. His head is then sat on London Bridge and his arms and legs sent to Berwick, Newcastle upon Tyne, 

Stirling and Perth as a warning. 

HISTORY: All true, except they left out the parts where Wallace was drawn behind horses for 5 miles or so, then 

hung, stretched, disembowelled, castrated, his heart, lungs and organs torn out and beheaded and quartered.  

BRAVEHEART: Edward I dies as Wallace is being executed. 

HISTORYΥ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ L ŘƛŜŘ ƛƴ молтΣ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ƴƻǊǘƘ ǘƻ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ΨǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎƻƳŜ {ŎƻǘǎΩΦ 

BRAVEHEARTΥ !ŦǘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΣ wƻōŜǊǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳŎŜ ǊƛŘŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ǊƳƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

King, and accept his endorsement of his crown, however he has a sudden change of heart, and the Scots charge 

the fields of Bannockburn, and win their freedom. 

 
George Boyle 
Vice-Convenor 

HISTORY: Robert the Bruce never rode to pay 

homage and accept any endorsement. After  

ending his submission to England and slaying his 

rival to the throne John Comyn, Bruce had     

himself crowned King of Scots in 1306. After 

which he fought off the English for the next 20 

years, leading the Scots to victory at                

.ŀƴƴƻŎƪōǳǊƴ ƛƴ момпΣ ф ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ 

death. At Bannockburn they did indeed fight like 

warrior poets, and fight like Scotsman, and did 

win their freedom.  

On August 1st, The Society of William Wallace will 
be attending a special screening to celebrate the 
20th Anniversary of "Braveheart" which will take 
place on the grounds of Trim Castle in Trim, Co. 
Meath - the very castle used in the movie. Many 
of the original cast members will be joining us, as 
well as a special video message from Mel Gibson. 
If you would like to join us, please contact our 
Events co-ordinator - events@soww.scot or      
contact us on Facebook.  

BRAVEHEART 20  
This is a non-profit event used to raise money for local charities.   

mailto:events@soww.scot
http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/braveheart-20-a-special-screening-of-the-oscar-winning-film-braveheart-tickets-15698800535
http://www.eventbrite.ie/e/braveheart-20-a-special-screening-of-the-oscar-winning-film-braveheart-tickets-15698800535
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
The Wallace Oak 
Committtee member Cha Halliday shares with us the story of the 

Wallace Oak and how he and his friend and fellow committee 

member Sean Donnelly became involved with this piece of    

Wallace history. 

Well where do I start? Lets try the beginning shall we?  
I was given a book written by David R Ross called "The Black Douglas". I 
was on my way to a football game in Dingwall from Greenock and read the 
entire book on the way up. It was a fantastic read and I could not put it 
down. I looked for more books by David and found "On the Trail of William 
Wallace". I saw that he was a keen biker and had visited over 80 places 
throughout Scotland and the North of England, looking for connections to 
Wallace. Once again I finished that book in one day.  
Myself and a friend Sean Donnelly from Inverkip are also keen bikers, so 
ǿŜ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ         
common ones, we came across a local site mentioned in the book, 
(Wallace Tree, Port Glasgow) less than 3 miles from where I lived and       
decided to find as much information as we could, as David had only 
touched on it.  And so the investigations began! 
We contacted our local paper, The Greenock Telegraph and they were a 
great help, especially Paul John Coulter. He delved into the archives and 
came across earlier articles on a tree in Port Glasgow. Legend had it that 
after his capture at Robroyston, Wallace was taken to Dumbarton Castle 
and held overnight. His famous sword being held there, until the opening 
of the Wallace monument in 1869, where it was taken and put on display. 
Wallace was transferred by boat the morning after, to the shores of what 
is now Port Glasgow. At West Ferry, he was taken up the old Roman road 
and chained to an oak tree until English troops arrived to take him south, 
to be MURDERED!  
A chain, thought to be the one used to restrain Wallace, remained at the 

scene for many years and each time it rotted away it was replaced. It was 

also painted red each year by local children to symbolise the blood shed by 

Wallace and thus started the local tradition. The last known chain came 

from the Lithgow's shipyard in Port Glasgow and children from Holy Family 

Primary all learned about Wallace and took their turn at painting the chain 

red which can still be seen high up in the upper branches in the photo-

ƎǊŀǇƘ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ 

built and the Tree continued to stand in the grounds. At some point, the 

tree split and barbed wire was put around it, to stop the school children 

from climbing on it, causing it to deteriorate even more. During a storm in 

мффр ƛǘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǇƭƛǘ ƛƴ ƘŀƭŦ όǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ōƻƻƪ         

research). The Priest at that time was Father Quinn, who organised a local 

farmer to come and clear away the broken branches that littered the drive-

way. Sadly these were all burnt, but not before a local man Joe Dellaney, 

took away a large branch to make some carvings for the local priests. 

Committee Member Cha Halli-

Photograph of the Wallace Oak 

ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀƛƴ 

understood to have dated from 

Victorian times clearly visible.  

Chain 
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FEATURE ARTICLE 
The Wallace Oak 
He carved eight wooden statues of the revered Italian Saint Padre Pio. He 
kept a large one for himself (which he still has in his home today) and gave 
the others to all the Priests. The trunk of the tree was then pulled from 
the ground by local businessman Davie Smith from Bouvrie Motors using 
his breakdown truck to pull out the stump. After reading an article in our 
local paper, we were directed to Bouvrie motors to where we found the 
trunk in his scrap yard last year, where it had lain forgotten for 20 years. 
As our interest in Wallace had grown, both Sean and I joined the Society 
Of William Wallace and went along to one of the meetings to fill them in 
on what we had found. With a bit of persuasion Mr Smith kindly agreed to 
donate the tree to The Society of William Wallace and invited convenor 
Duncan Fenton out to take a look. We have now been in contact with 3 
Historians all Doctors in their own specialist fields and it has been agreed 
to gain as much information as we can before having the trunk removed 
and dated. We have cleared all around it and removed loose dirt and moss 
to take some rough measurements. Our next move is to have what        
remains of the tree removed from the yard, have it properly dated, stored 
and  preserved. If it is proven to be genuine it would be a superb find, a 
historic find and the possibilities are endless. Watch this space! 
5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΚ 

 

Cha Halliday 

The Society of William Wallace would like to extend a huge 
thank you to Cha and Sean for their tremendous hard work and 
determination.  Whether it proves to be the genuine article or 
simply local legend, this tree is a remarkable piece of Scottish 
history and local folk-lore which could have been lost if not for 
these two. The Society have arranged for an assessment visit 
from an arboriculturist to ascertain the tree-form clues and the 
potential for dating and to take samples for analysis. We will of 
course keep you updated on our progress. Thanks again guys - 
amazing job! 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ  /Ƙŀ ŀƴŘ {ŜŀƴΩǎ    
story you can visit their Facebook page - ΨLƴ ¢ƘŜ CƻƻǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ 
²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩ 

 

Gary Stewart 
Convenor 

Duncan Fenton and Mr Smith  
discuss the Wallace Oak 

The remains of the Wallace 
Oak Tree as it is today 

Local newspaper article on Cha 
ŀƴŘ {ŜŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
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George Boyle 
Vice Convenor for the        

Society of William Wallace 

George Boyle 
Vice-Convenor 

MEET George Boyle 
Vice-Convenor George Boyle shares with us his love of Scotland 

and how he became involved with the Society... 

My life changed forever the day I 
stepped into the old Kelburne cinema 
in Paisley to see Braveheart. I knew 
enough about Scottish history to real-
ise that not everything in the movie 
was factually correct, however I also 
realised that Randall Wallace was 
making a movie not a documentary! 

Everything I knew about Scottish    
history was self-taught as back in my 
time at school Scottish history was 
never mentioned. My first real       
inspiration was my wife Susan, a great 
reader, she knew a lot about Scottish 
history and would regularly quiz me 
on all things Scottish. I got more   
questions wrong than right and she 
found it highly amusing that this    
kilted foot soldier of the Tartan Army 
ƪƴŜǿ ǎƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΗ 

After the inspiration of Braveheart it 
was decided that I needed a vacation 
ŀǎ LΩŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻǎǘ ōƻǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
a four week period and my wife     
suggested I get some books on      
Wallace to take with me. Not being a 
great reader I was looking for a small 
book, nothing too boring and if it had 
pictures all the better! 

While looking up books on  Wallace, I 
came across the band  Albannach and 
noticed that they had a guy called 
David Ross who regularly introduced 
them to the audience. I found out he 
was an author, got me a copy of his 
On the Trail of William Wallace book 
and read it on the plane on the flight 
to Greece. That was me hooked, his 
style of writing was ideal for me, like a 
mate telling you a story. Once I came 
home I went to see Albannach at  
Bannockburn and introduced myself 
to them and David who was also 
there. He told me about the Society 
and that Wallace Day was coming up 
and invited me along.  I went on the 
march and was like a kid in a sweet 
shop. I never realised there were so 
many people who felt the same as I 
did about Scotland, a wonderful    

feeling, a total sense of finding my 
place, a real sense of belonging. I 

started attending Society meetings 
and enjoyed hearing Duncan and  
5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǘŀƭŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ 
and their own historical shenanigans 
- always fun and very enjoyable. 

The Society were having problems 
with their website and I offered to 
take over the running of it which was 
gratefully accepted and that was me 
part of the team.  

²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ  Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳŜ 
up, David said he knew the ideal guy 
to do that job and that he was in the 
room. While I joined in looking 
around to see who he meant, he said 
my name. I of course accepted the 
position, how could I not, David and 
5ǳƴŎŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ LΩƳ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ       
became great friends of mine, and 
who I respected and held in the  
highest esteem, wanted me to      
become part of the committee and I 
was truly humbled to be asked to 
work alongside a pair of legends! 

{ŀŘƭȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƳŜƴΦ LΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ǘǿƻ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
mentors and thanks to them I live, 
ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΦ LǘΩǎ        
Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ƛŦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 
ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ LΩƳ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
it or watching some programme 
about it.  

This year I was asked to become Vice 
Convenor of the Society. I accepted 
as I know that Duncan had put his 
trust in me and Gary and the rest of 
the committee to make sure we carry 
on all the good work that he and  
David started! 

Do I think I can repay the faith and 
trust that Duncan and the Society has 
Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ƳŜΚ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘΗ 
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MERCHANDISE 
Ziggy Wilson - Merchandise Officer 

 Society of William Wallace T- Shirts & Cap 

Our new range of Society Merchandise is finally here! Three fab 

t-shirts available in sizes Small to XXX Large for £15 with free 

delivery in Scotland & rUK and our new Society Cap. Nice one. 

To get yourself one of these, just 

press the Shop Button 

The next two coins in our collection, 

the Jacobite Coins, will be available 

soon. Watch this space! 

ΨChw9LDb ¢h a9 Cwhb¢Ω ΨChw9LDb ¢h a9 .!/YΩ Ψ{!hw ![.! όǇƭŀƛƴ ōŀŎƪύΩ 

Ψ· a!wY{ ¢I9 {/h¢ Cwhb¢Ω Ψ· a!wY{ ¢I9 {/h¢ .!/YΩ 

Ψ{h/L9¢¸ /!tΩ 

SOCIETY SHOP 

£15 £15 

£15 £7 

http://www.proudclothing.co.uk/society-of-william-wallace-t-shirts.php
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GUEST Dr Fiona Watson 

 

Works by Dr Fiona Watson  
 
Scotland: A History, 8000 BC-AD 

2000 (2002)  

Scotland from Pre-History to the 

Present (2003)  

Macbeth: a True Story (2010)  

Under the Hammer: Edward I and 

Scotland, 1296 -1305 (2013) 

Dr Fiona Watson is a Scottish historian and television presenter. She 

is best known for her 2001 BBC series In Search of Scotland. She     

obtained her degree in Medieval History from the University of St. 

Andrews, followed by a PhD from the University of Glasgow. She is a 

Research Fellow of the University of Dundee, and was the first        

Director of the Centre for Environmental History at the University of 

Stirling, where she was a senior lecturer in history. She is also a       

research consultant at the Centre for History of the University of the 

Highlands and Islands. 

It is the curse of middle age that 

time begins to speed up. But it is 

still hard to believe that it is five 

ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ 5ŀǾȅ wƻǎǎΩǎ ǳƴǘƛƳŜƭȅ 

ŘŜŀǘƘΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƻǿ L ƳŜǘ 

5ŀǾȅ όǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ 

you!). But I can remember how he 

stood, arms folded, legs apart, at 

the back of a packed hall in       

Bannockburn in 2000, ready to 

take on anyone who disagreed 

with what I had to say in a report 

ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ      

victory for Stirling Council. We had 

already been on a tour of where 

Davy thought it was (thankfully, 

we pretty much agreed, though, as 

an academic historian, I had to 

show a degree of scepticism      

towards the notion that a dowser 

he had come in contact with might 

be able to find where the bodies 

had been dumped). After that, we 

enjoyed a number of lunches at 

various hostelries near Stirling    

University, where I worked. I      

always really enjoyed our debates 

and discussions when we both 

fought our corner. He really knew 

his stuff but always with that    

twinkle in his eye when he knew 

he was straying into myth, not the 

recorded facts, and I would have 

to tut. Our last outing was in 2003, 

when I was eight months pregnant 

with my son and eventually ς   

having toured the possible site of 

²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǘ CŀƭƪƛǊƪ Ǿƛŀ ŀ  

decaying, but amazing, medieval 

church next to the Airth Hotel ς I 

had to beg him to call it a day. And 

our last lunch was when he asked 

me to speak at the service to mark 

the 700th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ 

brutal execution ς remarkably now 

ten years ago. Speaking at the 

Wallace march after his death was 

difficult for all of us ς so hard was 

it to imagine that such a great 

presence and character was no 

longer with us. But the Wallace 

Society has gone on all the same ς 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƳŀǊŎƘ 

through the streets of Renton for 

the opening of the Bruce museum 

instigated by the Strathleven     

!ǊǘƛǎŀƴǎΚ !ƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜΩǎ  

letter of recommendation               

exhibited at Holyrood. However I 

met Davy all those years ago, I am 

so glad I did. 

Fiona Watson 
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 Abbey Stewart - Young Lions Convenor 

Dear Young Lions 
Hello, I am Abbey from the Young Lions and this is a page for 

children from the ages 5 -16 and what we do is we get children 

involved in Scottish history.  

This season I have been working hard doing Fun Facts Friday on 

our  Facebook Page and at the moment I am planning an event at 

Wallace day on the 22nd August for children to come to during 

the speeches. There will be quizzes and dressing up competitions 

as well as a drawing competition. The prizes are a secret for now 

but they are amazing and you will really love them. Also there 

will be tons of extra bits and bobs to do. Hope to see you there!  

Abbey  

DRAWING COMPETITION  

To win a fabulous Young Lions prize, print 

off the drawing competition picture at the 

back of the magazine and draw a picture of 

yourself next to the Wallace Sword and 

send it to:  

Abbey Stewart  

1 Canal Street, Flat 2/1, Paisley, PA1 2HD.  

Remember to include your Name, Age and 

Address. The winner will be announced in 

the next magazine and all entries will get a 

Young Lions badge. Good Luck! 

VISIT THE WALLACE MONUMENT  

There are lots of great places to visit in Scotland that are connected 

to William Wallace. One of my favourites is The Wallace Monument in      

Stirling where you can see Wallaceõs sword. If you get a chance to  

visit, take along our fun Wallace Monument page and see if you can 

answer the questions. If you would like a mention in our next         

magazine, email a picture of you and your family at the Monument and 

tell us what you liked most about your day there. Have fun!  

Email: younglions@soww.scot  

You can print off full size pages 
at the back of the magazine 

COLOURING IN FUN 

DRAWING COMPETITION 

WALLACE MONUMENT PAGE 

mailto:younglions@soww.scot?subject=Wallace%20Monument
//cpfpsclc01fs/MyDocs$/matthewsl/Documents/COLOURING IN.pub
//cpfpsclc01fs/MyDocs$/matthewsl/Documents/DRAWING COMPETITION.pub
//cpfpsclc01fs/MyDocs$/matthewsl/Documents/Wallace Monument.pub
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NOTICEBOARD 

Congratulations Jodie on your 
new job. Very proud of you. 
All our love as always,  

Aunty Les, Daryl, April,  
Simon & Jesse x 

To win 2 Coins of your choice from the SOWW 
Coin Collection (see our SOWW Shop page),  

simply answer the following question: 

 

 

�¶�:�K�R���Z�D�V���6�L�U���-�R�K�Q���G�H���*�U�D�H�P�H�· 

 

 

Email your answer and contact details to:  
secretary@soww.scot 

MEMBER�¶S PAGE Meeting Dates  

Tues 16th June 
Tues 21st July 

Tues 18th August 
Elderslie Village Hall  

Stoddart Square, 
Elderslie, PA5 9AS 

7:30 pm 

Hello Stuart, 
Thank you for your kind welcome letter. I am 
excited to be a member of your great Society.  
I have followed you on FB for some time, 
now, and finally got around to joining. My only regret is that I live in Canada 

(although born in Scotland) and cannot attend 
any of your events. We hope to take a trip 
back sometime in the future and I will be sure 
to check your events calendar at that time. I am a very proud Scot and love delving into 

the colourful history of our great nation. Again, thank you for the warm welcome! Ginny Friesen 

 

Hello again, Stuart,  

 

All over the world there are Crawford's who pay 

close attention to the memory of William Wallace, 

since his mother was a Crawford.  

Though it's a long way from Lanarkshire to Texas 

or Sidney or Bombay or Hong Kong, everywhere 

the  wandering Scotsmen go, if their name is 

Crawford, they have a marked tendency to name 

things after the old family. As I understand it, and 

my parents and brother have visited the site, the 

old Crawford Castle was the site of one of William 

Wallace's first fights with the English garrison 

which had occupied the facilities.  

One of these years I hope to visit the historic and     

patriotic sites around Scotland. I look forward to 

hearing from the Society, and thank you for your 

efforts and dedication to 

the memory of William 

Wallace, and all those 

who fought so valiantly 

for the freedom of our 

people.  

 

Sincerely,  
F. Scott Crawford  

Texas  

AND THE WINNER IS... 
Thanks to everyone who entered our competition.  The correct answer was The Sheriff of Lanark, Sir William Heselrig, and the    winner was Andrew Hunter Congratulations to you! 

Please send your letters, 

poems, comments and 

birthday mentions to: 

secretary@soww.scot 

     or contact us on FB 


